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Rear Admiral Dawson worked well with

Congressional offices and created widespread
opportunities to promote the Navy’s message.
He executed an outreach plan allowing senior
Naval leaders to visit over sixty percent of the
Members of Congress. He effectively man-
aged a workshop, allowing district staff mem-
bers to more efficiently perform casework, and
he also managed difficult public relations
issues and provided advice and counsel dur-
ing more than 50 Congressional hearings.

Recently it was announced that Rear Admi-
ral Dawson has been nominated and will be
appointed to vice admiral. He will be assigned
as commander, United States Naval Forces,
Central Command and command the Fifth
Fleet in Bahrain.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to expand my congratu-
lations to Rear Admiral James Cutler Dawson,
Jr., for achieving such success during his time
as Chief of Legislative Affairs. I wish him con-
tinued success with his new assignment as
Commander of the Fifth Fleet. I know that my
colleagues in the House will join me in salut-
ing this fine sailor.

f

TIMBER TAX SIMPLIFICATION ACT

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation which corrects an inequity in
the Internal Revenue Code which affects the
sale of certain assets.

Under current law, landowners who are oc-
casional sellers of timber are often classified
by the Internal Revenue Service as ‘‘dealers.’’
As a result, the seller is forced to choose be-
tween a ‘‘lump sum’’ payment method or a
pay-as-cut contract which often results in an
under-realization of the fair value of the con-
tract. While electing the pay-as-cut contract
option provides access to capital gains treat-
ment, the seller must comply with special rules
in Section 631(b) of the Internal Revenue
code. The provisions of Sec. 631 (b) require
these sellers to ‘‘retain an economic interest’’
in their timber until it is harvested. Under the
retained economic interest requirement, the
seller bears all the risk and is only paid for
timber that is harvested, regardless of whether
the terms of the contract are violated. Addi-
tionally, since the buyer pays for only the tim-
ber that is removed or ‘‘scaled’’ there is an in-
centive to waste poor quality timber, to under
scale the timber, or to remove the timber with-
out scaling.

The legislation I am introducing will provide
greater consistency by removing the exclusive
‘‘retained economic interest’’ requirement in
IRC Section 631(b). This change has been
supported or suggested by a number of
groups for tax simplification purposes, includ-
ing the Internal Revenue Service. I urge my
colleagues to join in this tax simplification ef-
fort and strongly urge its passage.

LAVELLE RETIRING AFTER 23
YEARS AS JUDGE

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001
Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to pay tribute to John P. Lavelle, who is retir-
ing after 23 years as a judge of Carbon Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, including 15 years when he
served as the county’s only judge.

Judge Lavelle, the son of Irish immigrants,
was born in 1931, grew up in Philadelphia and
earned his bachelor of arts degree from Niag-
ara University in 1953. He went on to get his
law degree from Villanova University in 1958,
holding the distinction of being a member of
the first class held at the Villanova School of
Law in 1953. He interrupted his law studies for
two years to serve his country in the Army in
Italy and Austria. The same year he graduated
from law school, he married Marianne Shutack
of Nesquehoning, who can claim a ‘‘first’’ in
her own right as the first woman admitted to
the Carbon County bar.

He began his career in the Philadelphia law
offices of renowned criminal lawyer Morton
Witkin and also worked briefly for the firm of
Bennett & Bricklin. He also indulged his love
of classical language by teaching Latin as a
part-time professor at Villanova.

In 1959, he moved to Carbon County and
began an active general law practice with his
wife and his father-in-law, George Shutack.
His roots and upbringing gave him a natural
empathy for the underdog, and many of his
legal battles were fought for average people
overwhelmed by big business or big govern-
ment. Inspired by President John F. Kennedy,
whom he deeply admired, he was active in
Democratic politics throughout the 1960s and
1970s.

In 1965, he and his wife built a home in
Lehighton, where they have lived ever since.
He has often assumed a leadership role in im-
proving his adopted community. For example,
he helped to obtain the funding for the Carbon
County Airport and spearheaded that project
in 1961. He was also the first solicitor for the
county airport authority and served in that role
for 10 years. In 1966, he organized and ob-
tained the charter for the First Federal Savings
and Loan Association of Carbon County, help-
ing to bring the county its first federally in-
sured savings and loan association. He also
arranged for the financing and construction of
the first professional building in Lehighton, as
well as Park View House, the first modern
commercial apartment building in the town.

The future judge served as county solicitor
from 1971 to 1978. He was elected judge in
the shortest election campaign in Pennsyl-
vania history, when the state Supreme Court
ruled just weeks before the November 1977
election that the governor could not fill the va-
cant judgeship by appointment because the
state election board should have known the
judge who was retiring was approaching the
mandatory retirement age.

Judge Lavelle assumed his duties with his
typical energy and enthusiasm. After a year of
study and evaluation, he began to bring the
court system into the computer age, auto-
mating the antiquated manual record-keeping
system, streamlining office procedures and
writing new rules of court and manuals to train
court personnel in the new system.

In 1979, he initiated a one-day, one-trial
system and developed and produced a unique
audiovisual orientation program for jurors that
is still used today. He also reorganized and re-
structured all court offices and appointed
women to key positions in the court system. In
1980, he worked to obtain federal funding to
cover half the cost of converting the old arbi-
tration room on the courthouse’s third floor
into a modern wood-paneled courtroom.

His courtroom was the focal point for sev-
eral highly publicized cases during his first
term. In November 1979, he made the unprec-
edented decision to call off and nullify the gen-
eral election in Carbon County because the
voting machines used throughout the county
would not permit cross-voting. He also pre-
sided at the 1982 murder trial of Robert
‘‘Mudman’’ Simon, a motorcycle gang member
who was convicted of killing an 18-year-old girl
whose body was not found until seven years
after her death. He also presided over a 1985
murder trial, which was the first time the bat-
tered-wife syndrome defense was used, result-
ing in an acquittal by the jury.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court recog-
nized his abilities by appointing him to preside
over the two long and complex 1991 civil libel
trials of a state Supreme Court justice against
the Philadelphia Inquirer. He did not hesitate
to file suit against the county commissioners in
1989 when they had refused raises for court
employees and removed funds from the court
budget. He successfully lobbied the state Leg-
islature the following year to add a second
judgeship for the county to handle the court
system’s heavy workload.

In 1991, he completely revised and adopted
new rules of civil procedure, and in 1992 and
1993, he launched new case management
systems to expedite the handling of both civil
and criminal cases.

On occasion, Judge Lavelle has issued un-
usual and creative orders to see that justice is
done, including sentencing a woman with a
long record of calling in false fire alarms to the
Lehighton Fire Company to clean the fire
trucks for six months. In 1984, he became one
of the first trial judges in the state to order a
school board and striking teachers to nego-
tiate daily to end a contract impasse.

Judge Lavelle and his wife have four chil-
dren, who have every reason to be proud of
their father’s distinguished career.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
long history of Judge John Lavelle’s service to
the people of Carbon County and all of Penn-
sylvania, and I wish him all the best in retire-
ment.
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TRIBUTE TO CHRISTIAN JOS.
BECKER, LIFETIME VOLUNTEER
FIREMAN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
one of my constituents, Mr. Christian Jos.
Becker, for his lifetime of dedicated service to
the Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s
Association. Mr. Becker began his volunteer
work at the age of 42, when he moved from
the city of Yonkers to the village of Ardsley.
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Over his 33 years of service, Chris has
achieved numerous accomplishments, all of
which have greatly improved the Westchester
area. In 1971, Mr. Becker received the Ardsley
Fire Department Fire Fighter of the Year
Award for his unwavering dedication in re-
sponding to nearly every alarm within his vil-
lage. Also, he served as the Department’s first
Secretary for five years.

Though Mr. Becker’s firefighting days were
caused to come to a close in 1975 due to an
illness, his volunteer activities continued on.
As Ardsley Fire Department’s Delegate to the
Firemen’s Association in the State of New
York and the Westchester County Volunteer
Firemen’s Association, Chris’s services per-
severed. One of his greatest accomplishments
occurred in 1970 when he founded ‘‘The
Westchester Volunteer,’’ a bimonthly news-
letter which supplies relevant news to fire-
fighters throughout the county.

Mr. Becker also sits on both the Public Re-
lations Committee and the Legislative Com-
mittee for the Firemen’s Association in the
state of New York, where he championed no-
table legislation such as the Cigarette Fire
Safety Act and the Requiring of Adoption of
the Fire and Building Codes. For all of the
good he has brought to their community, the
people of Westchester County will forever be
indebted to this selfless volunteer.

I am certain that all of my colleagues in the
House of Representatives will join me in ex-
tending a sincere offer of congratulations, as
well as gratitude, to Mr. Christian Jos. Becker.
It is a pleasure to recognize such a dedicated
man who has used his life to benefit those
around him.
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BACK COUNTRY LANDING STRIP
ACCESS ACT

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER
OF IDAHO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I introduced
the ‘‘Back Country Landing Strip Access Act.’’
This bill, which was introduced in the last Con-
gress by Chairman Hansen of the Resources
Committee, will prohibit the federal govern-
ment from closing airstrips on public lands
without the consent of the state aviation au-
thority. I am grateful to Chairman Hansen for
letting me re-introduce this bill this year, and
would like to thank him and the 23 other origi-
nal co-sponsors of this bi-partisan bill. I would
also like to thank my fellow Idahoan, Senator
CRAPO, for introducing this legislation in the
other body.

Last year, Idaho and the other western
states were threatened by some of the largest
firestorms in the history of this country, in
which more than 7 million acres of forest lands
burned. People around the nation watched
transfixed as brave firefighters battled on the
ground and in the sky to protect lives and
property. Most of those watching may not
have been aware that the firefighters on the
ground in these wilderness areas were sup-
plied from airstrips on public land. Or that the
aerial firefighting efforts depended on back
country airstrips as safe havens in the case of
emergency. Had back country landing strips
not existed, firefighting efforts would have
been crippled.

Incredibly, for eight years before the fires
the federal government had sought to remove
these airstrips. Amazingly, the Departments of
Agriculture and Interior had removed numer-
ous airstrips on public lands without even con-
sulting with pilots, land users or state aviation
authorities. This heavy handed land manage-
ment by unelected federal bureaucrats has
placed innumerable lives in danger. Imagine if
you were a pilot and attempted a dead-stick
landing onto an airstrip on your chart, only to
find a grove of trees planted in your path. Or,
if you evacuated a camper with a medical
emergency, and the runway you need had
been destroyed by government inaction, the
results would be devastating. The Back Coun-
try Landing Strip Access Act is a common
sense measure that will prevent the closure of
landing strips, and will require public notice
and state approval for any such proposal.

When this bill was introduced in the last
Congress, many federal officials complained
that it would place an unreasonable burden
upon land management agencies. But how is
it unreasonable for the federal government to
seek the permission of a state before closing
a field that a local community depends upon?
Why is it unreasonable for rural communities
to fly in the supplies and equipment they need
to survive in winter?

Mr. Speaker, I know this bill will work if en-
acted because we in Idaho have been working
with this system for years. When Congress es-
tablished the Frank Church River of No Return
Wilderness Area in 1980, a provision was
added that prohibited the federal government
from closing any airstrip in the wilderness
without the express written concurrence of the
State of Idaho. This provision has not ruined
the wilderness area. To the contrary, it has al-
lowed the elderly, the handicapped and chil-
dren to enjoy wilderness areas they would oth-
erwise be unable to reach. It has preserved
the ability of outfitters to bring sportsmen to
the heart of the wilderness with a minimum of
disruption. In short, it is a model for what we
seek to accomplish in this bill.

This bill is a common sense measure to re-
store cooperation between federal and state
governments. It does not force the reopening
of closed airfields. It does not require the fed-
eral government to spend extra money to
maintain back country strips. In fact, this bill
authorizes the Departments of Agriculture and
Interior to enter into cooperative agreements
with local groups to maintain back country
strips.

America’s public lands should not be al-
lowed to become ‘‘no-fly zones.’’ I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting this vital
legislation, and I am pleased to introduce it
today.
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HONORING CARLY FITZSIMONS
BAKER

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001
Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, recently I pub-

lished a speech in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD celebrating the centennial of Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University in San Luis
Obispo. Today I rise to recognize an extraor-
dinary leader of the Cal Poly community, Carly
Fitzsimons Baker.

A graduate of St. Mary’s College, Notre
Dame, Indiana in 1961 and Cal Poly in 1985,
Carly Baker has made countless contributions
to the university and to the community of San
Luis Obispo County for the past 22 years.
While raising 4 children, Mrs. Baker has
served as an unsung, yet remarkable partner
to her husband, Warren, President of Cal Poly
since 1979.

During the past decades of exceptional
growth and achievement of the university,
Carly Baker has played a central role in the
university’s efforts to strengthen external rela-
tions. Carly’s grace, good humor and attention
to detail have been evident in every event for
visiting dignitaries, university board members,
community leaders, donors and the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet. The welcoming environment
she has created has nourished an expanding
circle of university friendships, critical to Cal
Poly’s future.

Carly Baker has made an enormous dif-
ference in our community’s quality of life. She
has distinguished herself with her contributions
to the League of Women’s Voters, the Juve-
nile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Com-
mission, the Women’s Shelter, Children’s Pro-
tective Services, the Children’s Center Task
Force, the Atascadero State Hospital Advisory
Board, the Organization of State Hospital Ad-
visory Boards, and the Performing Arts Cen-
ter.

Mr. Speaker, Carly Baker has admirers
more numerous than she could ever imagine.
Today, I speak for all of them to proudly rec-
ognize someone whose accomplishments and
charm has affected so many in such a positive
way. Cal Poly’s centennial slogan is ‘‘A Cen-
tury of Achievement, A Tradition for the Fu-
ture.’’ Let the record show that Carly has
played such a significant role in Cal Poly’s re-
markable achievements and will remain as
one of the university’s crown jewels well into
the future.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join
me in congratulating Carly Baker on more
than two decades of notable achievements.
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TRIBUTE TO PETTY OFFICER 2ND
CLASS SCOTT CHISM & SEAMAN
CHRIS FERREBY

HON. JACK QUINN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I am very sad-
dened to rise today in memory of Petty Officer
2nd Class Scott Chism and Seaman Chris
Ferreby.

As seamen assigned to the Coast Guard
Station of Niagara, these two young men trag-
ically lost their lives serving their community
and their nation. This tragedy happened on a
routine patrol voyage in which Scott Chism
and Chris Ferreby, along with fellow crew-
members Michael Moss and William Simpson,
were tossed into the frigid waters of Lake On-
tario when their boat was overturned by a
large wave.

Scott Chism had served three years and
seven months in the Coast Guard. With the
upcoming completion of his enlistment, he and
his wife had planned to return to California. He
leaves behind his wife, Lissa, a daughter,
Kelsey, and a son, Caleb.
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